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Proposal for a 
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 
amending the list of less-favoured farming areas 
within the meaning of Directive 75/268/EEC (Ireland) 
(presented by the Commission) 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
In accordance with Article 2(1) of Council Directive 75/268/EEC the Irish Government 
has sent the Commission an expanded list of townlands likely to be included on the 
Community list of less-favoured areas, along with information on the features of each 
one. 
The types of area notified to the Commission satisfy the characteristics of the areas 
referred to in Article 3(4) and (5) of Directive 75/268/EEC, which are: 
1. Less-favoured agricultural areas characterized by low soil productivity and low 
agricultural income (Article 3(4) ); 
2. Less-favoured areas with specific handicaps (low number of agricultural parcels, 
hills, poor ground water balance, coastal islands, etc.) where agricultural activity 
must be maintained in order to preserve the countryside (Article 3(5) ). 
The following criteria on land of low productivity were used to identify each of the areas 
referred to in Article 3(4): 
1. Tilled surface area less than 7.8%, and 
2. Stocking density less than one adult bovine unit per hectare of forage. 
The concept of economic return from farming appreciably below the average has been 
defined as: 
3. A family farm income per farm worker not exceeding 80% of the national 
average. 
Low population density has been defined as: 
4. A density not exceeding 27 inhabitants per square kilometre; 
<> 
5. The minimum percentage of the active population employed in agriculture is 
30%. 
As regards the criteria for identifying the areas referred to in Article 3(5), natural 
conditions unfavourable to production (insularity, excessive ambient salinity, strong 
winds, low soil potential and poor ground water balance) were chosen, as were the 
handicaps resulting from the constraints imposed by countryside conservation regulations. 
These indices when applied increase the UAA in Ireland by 2.1%. The proportion of 
less-favoured areas becomes 73% of the country's UAA. 
Areas with specific handicaps do not exceed 4% of the area of Ireland. 
The Community contribution to compensatory allowances will be accounted for as part 
of the overall amount laid down for Objectives 5(a) and 1 of the Structural Funds. 
3 
Proposal for a 
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 
amending the list of less-favoured farming areas 
within the meaning of Directive 75/268/EEC (Ireland) 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 
Having regard to Council Directive 75/268/EEC of 28 April 1975 on mountain and hill 
farming and farming certain less-favoured areas1, as last amended by the Act of Accession 
of Austria, Finland and Sweden, and in particular Article 2(2) thereof, 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament,2 
Whereas the Government of Ireland has requested, pursuant to Article 2 of Directive 
75/268/EEC, that the Community list of less-favoured farming areas be amended in 
accordance with the Annexes to this Directive; 
Whereas the new areas for inclusion on the list satisfy the criteria laid down in 
Directive 85/350/EEC3 for determining the areas within the meaning of Article 3(4) and 
in Directive 91/466/EEC4 for defining the areas affected by specific handicaps within the 
meaning of Article 3(5) of Directive 75/268/EEC; 
Whereas the total surface area of the areas as referred to in Article 3(5) does not exceed 
4% of the total surface area of the Member State in question; 
Whereas the nature and level of the above indices used by the Government of Ireland to 
define the areas notified to the Commission correspond to the characteristics of the 
less-favoured areas referred to in Article 3(4) and (5) of Directive 75/268/EEC, 
HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE: 
Article 1 
The list of less-favoured farming areas in Ireland contained in the Annex to 
Directive 85/350/EEC is supplemented by the lists in Annexes I and II to this Directive. 
1




 OJNo L 187, 19. 7.1985, p. 1. 
4
 OJNo L 251, 7. 9.1991, p. 10. 
W 
Article 2 
This Directive is addressed to Ireland. 
Done at Brussels, For the Council 
The President 
5~ 
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ANEXO J 
Zonas desfavorecidas tal c o m o se defincn en el apartado 4 del arriculo 3 de la Direct îva 75/268/CEE 
BILAG J. 
Uguns t i g t stillcde omrâder, jf. artikel 3, stk. 4, i dirckriv 75 /268 /E0F 
A WHANG J 
Benachtei l ig tc Gebiete im Sinne von Artikel 3 Absatz 4 der Richtl inie 75/268/EWG 
fJAPAPTHMA J 
MeiovEKTiKèç nepioxiç KOT6 TTIV évvoia TOU cpdpou 3 zapaypayoq 4 TTIÇ oSi\yla.<; 75/268/EOK 
ANNEX I 
Less-favoured areas within the meaning of Article 3 (4) of Directive 75/268/EEC 
ANNEX F J 
Zones défavorisées au tirre ce l'article 3 paragraphe -; de la directive 75/268/CEE 
ALLEGATO 1 
Zone svantaggiate ai sensi dell'articolo 5, paragrafo 4 délia directiva 75/268/CEE 
BJJLAGE 1 
Probleemgebîeden in de zin van artikel 3, lid -... van Richtlijn 75/268/EEG 
ANEXO I 
Zonas desfavorecidas na acepçâo do n? 4 do artigo 3? da Directiva 75/268/CEE 
LIJTF. 1 
Direkriivin 75 /268 /Eï Y 3 artiklan A kohdan mukaisc-sti epâsuotuisiksi mààritet tyjà alueita 
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OLD LEIGHLIN Moanduff 































































CULLEN Ahane Beg 
Ahane Upper 
Euglaune 
DROMORE Glashaboy East 




























































RAHAN Lavally Lower 
Lavally Upper 
Rah an 
SKAGH Coolcloher South 
Drominagh North 
STREAMHILL Castlepook South 
TEERELTON Teerelton 























































































CALLAN RURAL Ballyclovan Meadows 
CASTLECOMER Ballyhimmin 
Clashduff Upper 








KILMAKEVOGE Parkstown Lower 
MUCKALEE Julianstown 
MUCKALEE Milltown 
SCOTSBOROUGH C app ah ay de n 
Gortnacurragh 
Lakyle 














































































































Newtown or Skirk 
Raheensheara 
Rathnaleugh 
MONEYMORE Keeloge South 
Springhill 






























































COLMANSWELL Fort East 
Fort Middle 
Killacolla 




































































































































































Clonoghil Upper (Part) 
Coolnagrower 
Derrinduff 











































































































DISTRICT ELECTORAL TOWNLAND(S) 
DIVISION 





























CARRIGATOGHER Carrigatogher (Abbott) 
Carrigatogher (Harding) 
Carrigatogher (Ryan) 
Carrigatogher Bog (Abbott) 
Carrigatogher Bog (Harding) 
Carrigatogher Bog (Ryan) 
Lisduff 
Patrickswell 




































































BALLYSAGGART MORE Shanavoola 






COMERAGH Briska Lower 
Lyre 
DUNHILL C r i n a l i s k 
S a v a g e t o w n 
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MONAMOLIN B a l l y d u f f b e g 































ANEXO II • - • 
Zonas desfavorecîdas tal c o m o se defincn en cl apartado 5 del articulo 3 de la Directiva. 75/268/CEE 
•BILAGII 
Uguns t ig t stillcdc omrâder , jf. artikel 3, stk. 5, i direktiv 75/268/E0F 
ANHANG II 
Benachtei l igte Gebiete im Sinne von Arrikel 3 Absatz 5 der Richtl inie 75/268/EWG 
~^ nAPAFTHMA II 
MciovfKTiKÉç 7t£ptojcéç Kara THV éwota TOO cpdpoo 3 «apdypaçoç 5 xr\q o8i\yiaq 75/268/EOK 
ANNEX II 
Less-favoured areas within the meaning of Art ide 3 (5) of Directive 75/268/EEC 
ANNEXE II 
Zones défavorisées au titre de l'article 5 paragraphe 5 de la directive 75/268/CEE 
• ' "• ALLEGATG II 
Zone svantaggiatc ai sensi dcll'articolo 5, paragrafo 5 délia direttiva 75/268/CEE 
BIJLAGE II 
Probleemgebieden in de zin van arrikel 3, lid 5. van Richtlijn 75/268/EEG 
ANEXO II 
Zonas desfavorecidas na acepçao do nc. S do artigo 3? da Directiva 75/268/CEE 
LIITt II 
Direkriivin 75/268/ETY 3 artiklan 5 kohdan mukaisesti epasuotuisiksi mààfitcttyja aiueita 
BJLAGA 11 






BALLYMACKEAN D o w n m a c p a t r i c k / O l d H e a d 
H^ 
COUNTY LIMERICK 

























Moun tdavi d 
Shanid Lower 
Shanid Upper 
H * • 
COUNTY LOUTH 
DISTRICT ELECTORAL TOWNLAND(S) 
DIVISION 








































































































Items for publication in the working papers 
1 TITLE OF OPERATION: DRAFT COUNCIL DIRECTIVE AMENDING THE LIST OF LESS-FAVOURED 
FARMING AREAS WTJHIN THE MEANING OF DIRECTIVE 75/268/EEC 
(IRELAND) 
BUDGET HEADING INVOLVED 
(A) B2-1000 -• Community support frameworks: 
Objective 1 areas (EAGGF Guidance Section) 
(B) B1-3805: Ewe premium in less-favoured and 
mountain and hill areas (EAGGF Guarantee Section) 
LEGAL BASIS: ARTICLE 43 OF THE TREATY 
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION: 
4.1 General objective:To increase the number of less-favoured areas in 
accordance with the conditions in force 
4.2 Penod covered: 1996-99 (period still to run of existing Community 
Support Frameworks 1994/99) 
CLASSIFICATION OF EXPENDITURE OR REVENUE 
(A) Heading B2-1000: EAGGF Guidance Section 
5.1 Non-compulsory expenditure 
5.2 Differentiated appropriations 
(B) Heading Bl-3805: EAGGF Guarantee Section 
5.1 Compulsory expenditure 
5.2 Non-compulsory appropriations 
•6 5» 
TYPE OF FJCPENDITURE OR REVENUE 
(A) Heading B2-1000: EAGGF Guidance Section 
Subsidy for joint financing with other sources in the public sector of 
eligible national expenditure on compensatory allowances pursuant to 
Article 13 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2052/88 on differentiation of 
rates of assistance. 
The rate of Community part-financing was set at 65% of eligible 
expenditure in Operational Programme 94.IR.06.009 on Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Afforestation which includes compensatory allowances 
in less-favoured areas. 
(B) Heading B1-3805: EAGGF Guarantee Section 
An aid of ECU 6.641 green ecus (equivalent to 6.725 budget ecus) per 
ewe for producers of sheepmeat in less-favoured areas intended to cover 
expenditure resulting from the application of Regulation (EEC) No 
1323/90 to reduce the effects of the stabilizers. 
7 FINANCIAL IMPACT 
7.1 and 7.2 Method of calculating total cost of operation in 1996 and itemised 
breakdown of cost 
(A) Heading B2-1000: EAGGF Guidance Section 
The proposed increase in the less-favoured areas does not give rise to additional 
expenditure. 
Applying the compensatory allowance scheme to the 128 000 ha newlv 
determined by this Directive would result, however, in an increase in the total 
costs that to be part-financed of ECU 1.9 million, of which ECU 1.2 million 
would have to be borne by the EAGGF Guidance Section (at the rate of 65%) in 
respect of aid planned for certain types of livestock grazing in the area in 
accordance with Article 19 of Regulation (EEC) No 2328/91: 
Type of livestock LU Aid/LU 
Eligible sheep 10 450 x £66/LU = £689 700 
Eligible bovine animal 21 500 x £40/LU = £860 000 
(excl. suckler cows) 
Total eligible cost: £1 549 700 = ECU 1.9 million, of which: 0.65 x 1.9 = 
ECU 1.2 million would have to be borne by the EAGGF Guidance Section. 
SM 
Any additional cost, however, would have to be borne by the overall budget 
allocation for the CSF for Ireland for 1994/99 to cover Objective 1, and in 
particular the financing plan for the operational programme on Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Afforestation which has been approved and is operational since 
1994. 
(B) Heading Bl-3805: EAGGF Guarantee Section 
By agreement with Regulation (EEC) No 1323/90 (as amended by Regulation 
(EEC) No 363/93), provision is made for a specific aid for the rearing of sheep 
and goats of 6.641 green ecus per head. 
Totar~cost to be bome by the EAGGF Guarantee Section: 
Number of sheep: 69 700 (10 450 LU) x 6.641 green ecus/head = 462 877 green 
ecus (i.e. 468 727 budget ecus). 
7.3 Schedule to. be completed for multiannual operations 
Application period: 1996-99. 






























FRAUD PREVENTION MEASURES; RESULTS OF MEASURES TAKEN 
Articles 23 and 24 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 4253/88 (for the results of 
measures taken, see annual reports on fraud prevention). 
sv 
ELEMENTS OF COST-EFFECTIVENESS ANALYSIS 
9.1 Specific and quantified objectives; target population 
Specific objectives: 
In accordance with Article 8(4), (5) and (6) of Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 2052/88, the specific objectives are set in each OP. 
The specific objective of this operation is to secure the future of 
farming through the grant of aid that will make it possible to 
maintain a minimum level of population needed to ensure the 
environmental upkeep of these less-favoured areas. 
Target population: 
The whole of rural society living in these less-favoured areas of 
Ireland. 
9.2 Grounds for the operation 
Need for Com m unity financial aid 
This operation is included among the Objective 1 priorities which 
the Structural Funds (principally the EAGGF Guidance Section) 
must achieve if the general objectives set out in Articles 130a and 
130c of the Treaty are to be attained. 
It has been shown that the payment of aid to top up farm incomes 
is a decisive factor in the strategy to combat the drift away from 
less-favoured rural areas and their abandonment. 
Choice of ways and means 
These consist of OPs as provided for under Article 12 of Council 
Regulation (EEC) No 4253/88 which stipulates that "Assistance 
covered by a Community support framework shall be provided 
predominantly in the form of a limited number of operational 
programmes". 
Main factors of uncertainty which could affect the specific results 
of the operation. 
Delays in the administrative, clerical and budgetary' application of 
the assistance. 
<Tk 
9.3 Monitoring and evaluation of the operation 
Monitoring and evaluation of the operation will be conducted in 
accordance with Article 6(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 2052/88 and Articles 
25 and 26 of the implementing Regulation (EEC) No 4253/88. The results 
will be appraised in the relevant reports drawn up in accordance with 
Article 31 of Regulation (EEC) No 4253/88. 
Items for internal information purposes 
9.4 Coherence with financial programming 
Is the operation incorporated in the DG's financial programming for 
the relevant years? Yes. 
To which broader objective defined in the DG's financial 
programming does the objective of the proposed operation 
correspond? 
The development of rural society. 
10 ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE (PART A OF THE BUDGET) 
This section of the financial statement must be sent to DGs IX and XIX; DG IX 
will then forward it to DG XIX with its opinion. 
10.1 Will tiie proposed operation involve an increase in the number of 
Commission staff? If so, how many? 
10.2 Indicate the amount of staff and administrative expenditure involved in the 
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